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States Code, for each day (including travel
time) during which the member is engaged in
the performance of the duties of the Com-
mission.

(2) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of the
Commission who is an officer or employee of
the Federal Government shall serve without
compensation in addition to the compensa-
tion received for the services of the member
as an officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for an employee of an agen-
cy under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from the
home or regular place of business of the
member in the performance of the duties of
the Commission.

() STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the
Commission may, without regard to the civil
service laws (including regulations), appoint
and terminate such personnel as are nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform
the duties of the Commission.

(2) COMPENSATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Chairperson of the
Commission may fix the compensation of
personnel without regard to the provisions of
chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of
title 5, United States Code, relating to clas-
sification of positions and General Schedule
pay rates.

(B) MAXIMUM RATE OF PAY.—The rate of
pay for personnel shall not exceed the rate
payable for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of title 5, United
States Code.

SEC. 104. FUNDING.

The Commission shall use amounts in the
Fund to pay for all administrative expenses
of the Commission.

SEC. 105. TERMINATION.

The Commission shall terminate on such
date as the Commission determines after the
Commission carries out the duties of the
Commission under section 102.

TITLE II—ADAPT AMERICA FUND
SEC. 201. ADAPT AMERICA FUND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established with-
in the Department of Commerce the ‘‘Adapt
America Fund”.

(2) RESPONSIBILITY OF SECRETARY.—The
Secretary shall take such action as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to assist
in implementing the establishment of the
Fund in accordance with this Act.

(b) CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
PROJECTS.—The Secretary, in consultation
with the Commission, shall carry out a pro-
gram to provide funds to eligible applicants
to carry out projects for a qualified climate
change adaptation purpose.

(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity eligible
to participate in the program under sub-
section (b) shall include—

(1) a Federal agency;

(2) a State or a group of States;

(3) a unit of local government or a group of
local governments;

(4) a utility district;

(5) a tribal government or a consortium of
tribal governments;

(6) a State or regional transit agency or a
group of State or regional transit agencies;

(7) a nonprofit organization;

(8) a special purpose district or public au-
thority, including a port authority; and

(9) any other entity, as determined by the
Secretary.

(d) APPLICATION.—An eligible entity shall
submit to the Secretary an application for a
project for a qualified climate change adap-
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tation purpose at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including data relating
to any benefits, such as economic impact or
improvements to public health, that the
project is expected to provide.

(e) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select
projects from eligible entities to receive
funds under this section based on criteria
and guidelines determined and published by
the Commission.

(f) NON-FEDERAL FUNDING REQUIREMENT.—
In order to receive funds under this section,
an eligible entity shall provide funds for the
project in an amount that is equal to not
less than 25 percent of the amount of funds
provided under this section.

(g) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—AIll amounts
deposited in the Fund in accordance with
section 301(a) shall be used only to fund new
projects in accordance with this Act.

(h) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL LAW.—Noth-
ing in this Act waives the requirements of
any Federal law (including regulations) that
would otherwise apply to a qualified climate
change project that receives funds under this
section.

SEC. 202. COMPLIANCE WITH DAVIS-BACON ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AI1l laborers and mechan-
ics employed by contractors and subcontrac-
tors on projects funded directly by or as-
sisted in whole or in part by and through the
Fund pursuant to this title shall be paid
wages at rates not less than those prevailing
on projects of a character similar in the lo-
cality as determined by the Secretary of
Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of
chapter 31 of part A of title 40, United States
Code.

(b) LABOR STANDARDS.—With respect to the
labor standards specified in this section, the
Secretary of Labor shall have the authority
and functions set forth in Reorganization
Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40,
United States Code.

SEC. 203. FUNDING.

The Secretary shall use funds made avail-
able to the Secretary and not otherwise obli-
gated to carry out the program under section
201(b).

TITLE III—REVENUE
SEC. 301. CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary’s delegate (referred to in this title as
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall issue obligations
under chapter 31 of title 31, United States
Code (referred to in this title as ‘‘climate
change obligations’), the proceeds from
which shall be deposited in the Fund.

(b) FuLL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Payment of
interest and principal with respect to any
climate change obligation issued under this
section shall be made from the general fund
of the Treasury of the United States and
shall be backed by the full faith and credit of
the United States.

(c) EXEMPTION FROM LOCAL TAXATION.—AIll
climate change obligations issued by the
Secretary, and the interest on or credits
with respect to such obligations, shall not be
subject to taxation by any State, county,
municipality, or local taxing authority.

(d) AMOUNT OF CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGA-
TIONS.—The aggregate face amount of the
climate change obligations issued annually
under this section shall be $200,000,000.

(e) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use
funds made available to the Secretary and
not otherwise obligated to carry out the pur-
poses of this section.

SEC. 302. PROMOTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

mote the purchase of climate change obliga-
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tions through such means as are determined
appropriate by the Secretary, with the
amount expended for such promotion not to
exceed $10,000,000 for any fiscal year during
the period of fiscal years 2018 through 2022.

(b) DONATED ADVERTISING.—In addition to
any advertising paid for with funds made
available under subsection (c¢), the Secretary
shall solicit and may accept the donation of
advertising relating to the sale of climate
change obligations.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
For each fiscal year during the period of fis-
cal years 2018 through 2022, there is author-
ized to be appropriated $10,000,000 to carry
out the purposes of this section.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 135—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MAY 1, 2017, AS
“SILVER STAR SERVICE BANNER
DAY

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mrs.
MCCASKILL) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Armed Services:

S. RES. 135

Whereas the Senate has always honored
the sacrifices made by the wounded and ill
members of the Armed Forces;

Whereas the Silver Star Service Banner
has come to represent the members of the
Armed Forces and veterans who were wound-
ed or became ill in combat in the wars
fought by the United States;

Whereas the Silver Star Families of Amer-
ica was formed to help the people of the
United States remember the sacrifices made
by the wounded and ill members of the
Armed Forces by designing and manufac-
turing Silver Star Service Banners and Sil-
ver Star Flags for that purpose;

Whereas the sole mission of the Silver Star
Families of America is to evoke memories of
the sacrifices made by members of the
Armed Forces and veterans on behalf of the
United States through the presence of a Sil-
ver Star Service Banner in a window or a Sil-
ver Star Flag flying;

Whereas the sacrifices made by members of
the Armed Forces and veterans on behalf of
the United States should never be forgotten;
and

Whereas May 1, 2017, is an appropriate date
to designate as ‘‘Silver Star Service Banner
Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of May 1, 2017,
as ‘‘Silver Star Service Banner Day’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe Silver Star Service Banner
Day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 136—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE 102ND
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARME-
NIAN GENOCIDE

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. UDALL)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 136

Whereas the Armenian Genocide was con-
ceived and carried out by the Ottoman Em-
pire from 1915 to 1923, resulting in the depor-
tation of nearly 2,000,000 Armenians, of
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whom 1,500,000 men, women, and children
were killed and 500,000 survivors were ex-
pelled from their homes, and the elimination
of the over 2,500-year presence of Armenians
in their historic homeland;

Whereas, on May 24, 1915, the Allied Powers
of England, France, and Russia jointly issued
a statement explicitly charging for the first
time ever another government of commit-
ting crimes ‘‘against humanity and civiliza-
tion’’;

Whereas Raphael Lemkin, who coined the
term ‘‘genocide’’, and whose draft resolution
for a genocide convention treaty became the
framework for the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide as the type of crime the
United Nations should prevent and punish
through the setting of international stand-
ards;

Whereas Senate Concurrent Resolution 12,
64th Congress, agreed to February 9, 1916, re-
solved that ‘‘the President of the United
States be respectfully asked to designate a
day on which the citizens of this country
may give expression to their sympathy by
contributing funds now being raised for the
relief of the Armenians,” who at the time
were enduring ‘‘starvation, disease, and un-
told suffering’’;

Whereas Senate Resolution 359, 66th Con-
gress, agreed to May 11, 1920, stated that
‘“‘the testimony adduced at the hearings con-
ducted by the subcommittee of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations have clear-
ly established the truth of the reported mas-
sacres and other atrocities from which the
Armenian people have suffered’’;

Whereas House Joint Resolution 148, 94th
Congress, agreed to April 8, 1975, resolved,
“That April 24, 1975, is hereby designated as
‘National Day of Remembrance of Man’s In-
humanity to Man’, and the President of the
United States is authorized and requested to
issue a proclamation calling upon the people
of the United States to observe such day as
a day of remembrance for all the victims of
genocide, especially those of Armenian an-
cestry . . .”;

Whereas House Joint Resolution 247, 98th
Congress, agreed to September 10, 1984, re-
solved, ‘“That April 24, 1985, is hereby des-
ignated as ‘National Day of Remembrance of
Man’s Inhumanity to Man’, and the Presi-
dent of the United States is authorized and
requested to issue a proclamation calling
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve such day as a day of remembrance for
all the victims of genocide, especially the
one and one-half million people of Armenian
ancestry . . .”’;

Whereas, on April 11, 2014, the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate reported
favorably Senate Resolution 410, 113th Con-
gress, expressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, and calling on the President to
‘“‘ensure that the foreign policy of the United
States reflects appropriate understanding
and sensitivity concerning issues related to
human rights crimes against humanity, eth-
nic cleansing, and genocide documented in
the United States record relating to the Ar-
menian Genocide”’;

Whereas, on April 12, 2015, Pope Francis de-
scribed the atrocities perpetrated by the
Ottoman Turks against the Armenians as
the first genocide of the 20th century;

Whereas the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Council, an independent Federal
agency, unanimously resolved on April 30,
1981, that the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum would document the Arme-
nian Genocide in the Museum, and has done
so through a public examination of the his-
toric record, including lectures and the
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maintenance of books, records, and photo-
graphs about the Genocide;

Whereas the Government of the Republic
of Turkey has continued its international
campaign of Armenian Genocide denial,
maintained a blockade of Armenia, and con-
tinues to pressure the small but growing
Turkish civil society movement for acknowl-
edging the Armenian Genocide;

Whereas, in April 2011, the month of re-
membrance of the Armenian Genocide, the
Government of the Republic of Turkey de-
molished a 100-foot-high statue in the city of
Kars which was erected to promote reconcili-
ation with Armenia;

Whereas, on April 22, 2016, on the occasion
of Armenian Remembrance Day, President
Barack Obama referred to the events of April
1915 as ‘“‘the first mass atrocity of the 20th

Century” and further called for ‘‘a full,
frank, and just acknowledgment of the
facts’’;

Whereas the German Bundestag in June
2016, and Danish Parliament, in January
2017, passed Armenian genocide resolutions,
thereby joining a growing list of legislatures
from a wide number of countries who recog-
nize the Armenian genocide as such;

Whereas the denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide by the Government of the Republic of
Turkey has prevented the meaningful ad-
vancement of a constructive political, eco-
nomic, and security relationship between Ar-
menia and Turkey; and

Whereas the teaching, recognition, and
commemoration of acts of genocide and
other crimes against humanity is essential
to preventing the reoccurrence of similar
atrocities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate—

(1) to remember and commemorate the
102th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
on April 24, 2017;

(2) that the President should work toward
an equitable, constructive, stable, and dura-
ble Armenian-Turkish relationship that in-
cludes the full acknowledgment by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Turkey of the
facts about the Armenian Genocide; and

(3) that the President should ensure that
the foreign policy of the United States re-
flects appropriate understanding and sensi-
tivity concerning issues related to human
rights, crimes against humanity, ethnic
cleansing, and genocide documented in the
United States record relating to the Arme-
nian Genocide.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION  137—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL SAFE

DIGGING MONTH

Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. NELSON,
Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr. BOOKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation:

S. REs. 137

Whereas each year, the underground util-
ity infrastructure of the United States, in-
cluding pipelines, electric, gas, tele-
communications, water, sewer, and cable tel-
evision lines, is jeopardized by unintentional
damage caused by those who fail to have un-
derground lines located prior to digging;

Whereas some utility lines are buried only
a few inches underground, making the lines
easy to strike, even during shallow digging
projects;

Whereas digging prior to locating under-
ground utility lines often results in unin-
tended consequences, such as service inter-
ruption, environmental damage, personal in-
jury, and even death;

April 24, 2017

Whereas the month of April marks the be-
ginning of the peak period during which ex-
cavation projects are carried out around the
United States;

Whereas in 2002, Congress required the De-
partment of Transportation and the Federal
Communications Commission to establish a
3-digit, nationwide, toll-free number to be
used by State ‘“One Call” systems to provide
information on underground utility lines;

Whereas in 2005, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission designated ‘811" as the
nationwide ‘“One Call” number for home-
owners and excavators to use to obtain infor-
mation on underground utility lines before
conducting excavation activities;

Whereas ‘“‘One Call” has helped reduce the
number of digging damages caused by failure
to call before digging from 48 percent in 2004
to 26 percent in 2013;

Whereas the 1,700 members of the Common
Ground Alliance, who are dedicated to ensur-
ing public safety, environmental protection,
and the integrity of services, promote the
national ‘‘Call Before You Dig”’ campaign to
increase public awareness about the impor-
tance of homeowners and excavators calling
811 to find out the exact location of under-
ground lines;

Whereas the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory
Certainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011 (Pub-
lic Law 112-90; 125 Stat. 1904) affirmed and
expanded the ‘“One Call” program by elimi-
nating exemptions given to local and State
government agencies and their contractors
regarding notifying ‘“One Call” centers be-
fore digging; and

Whereas the Common Ground Alliance has
designated April as ‘‘National Safe Digging
Month’ to increase awareness of safe digging
practices across the United States and to
celebrate the anniversary of 811, the national
‘“‘Call Before You Dig” number: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Safe Digging Month; and

(2) encourages all homeowners and exca-
vators throughout the United States to call
811 before digging.

———

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILING

The filing date for the 2017 first quar-
ter Mass Mailing report is Tuesday,
April 25, 2017.

An electronic option is available on
Webster that will allow forms to be
submitted via a fillable pdf document.
If your office did no mass mailings dur-
ing this period, please submit a form
that states ‘‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations or nega-
tive reports can be submitted elec-
tronically or delivered to the Senate
Office of Public Records, 232 Hart
Building, Washington, DC, 20510-7116.

The Senate Office of Public Records
is open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. For
further information, please contact the
Senate Office of Public Records at (202)
224-0322.

———

APPOINTMENTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand appointments were made
during the adjournment of the Senate,
and I ask they be stated for the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority and
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